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California law (California Code of Regulations, Title 17, Section 2641.5-2653.2) requires medical 

providers, laboratories, hospitals and others to report cases indicative of HIV or AIDS to the local health 

department within 7 calendar days. As with many other communicable diseases, this is a dual reporting 

process in which both health care providers and laboratories report.  

Reporting Procedures:  

What cases 
must be 
reported?  

Cases must be reported for all persons testing positive for HIV and all persons with 
a condition or test results meeting AIDS case diagnosis criteria. 
 

Please see the most recent HIV/AIDS case definitions and revisions published in 
the CDC's publication entitled `Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report' (MMWR) 
from 2014.  
 

Who 
reports?  

Health care providers and laboratories are required to report all patients with a test 
indicative of HIV to the local health department within 7 calendar days. 
 

In Santa Cruz County, all HIV disease reports are processed by the HIV 
Surveillance Coordinator, a part of the Communicable Disease Unit.  
 

When a laboratory has a test indicative of HIV infection, the lab reports a limited 
amount of information to the HIV Surveillance Coordinator and sends the results to 
the ordering provider. The provider then forwards a completed Case Report Form to 
the HIV Surveillance Coordinator. 
 

How to 
report  
 
 

 

Do not send any 
information by 
email.   

 

For laboratory-specific California HIV reporting regulations, click here. 
 

For healthcare provider reporting instructions, you may submit the required 
information in the following ways:  
 

Option 1: Report by Fax or Mail  
a) For patients older or equal to 13 years of age at time of diagnosis Please 

download and complete the Adult HIV/AIDS Confidential Case Report. 
Instructions can be found here.  

b) For patients under 13 years old at time of diagnosis please download and 
complete the Pediatric HIV/AIDS Confidential Case Report  

c) Fax case reports @ (831) 454 – 5220  
d) Or mail case reports by using double envelopes to:  

Santa Cruz County Health Services Agency  
ATTN: HIV Surveillance Coordinator 
1060 Emeline Ave, Santa Cruz, CA 95060  

 

Option 2: Report by Phone  
Complete the report over the telephone, by calling (831) 454-4730. We will assist 
either a physician or a designated staff member in gathering the required 
information and completing the form with you. 
 

Why prompt 
reporting is 
critical  

To ensure linkage of care for any newly infected patients or continuation of care for 
previously diagnosed patients. To monitor current trends in the epidemic and to 
ensure proper funding for local HIV treatment and prevention services.  

Connect 
with CARe 

Our HIV Partner Services Program provides opportunities for intervention to prevent 
onward transmission. With different options for disclosure, a trained staff will help 
notify partners of exposure to HIV and/or STDs and provide linkages to testing and 
medical care. 
 

For more information about connecting your patient to our Community Advocacy 
Resource/Education (CARe) Team please click here. 

 

For more information about HIV / AIDS reporting please visit Office of AIDS, HIV Reporting Laws. 

 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I5849DB60A9CD11E0AE80D7A8DD0B623B?originationContext=Search+Result&listSource=Search&viewType=FullText&navigationPath=Search%2fv3%2fsearch%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad7140b00000161aa410d9784b603f5%3fstartIndex%3d1%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26contextData%25%203d(sc.Default)&rank=1&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&t_T1=17&t_T2=2500&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/documents/MMWR_v63n2_HIVcasedefinition.pdf
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I63266290BA1F11E4B047E81FC17CBBB4?originationContext=document&transitionType=StatuteNavigator&needToInjectTerms=False&viewType=FullText&t_T1=17&t_T2=2643.5&t_S1=CA%20ADC%20s&bhcp=1&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/documents/AIDSCaseForm_Adult_082613Fillable.pdf
https://www.sccgov.org/sites/phd-p/programs/hiv-prev/Documents/HIV%20Forms/ACRF%20Instructions%20-%2012.12.12.pdf
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/documents/State_Pediatric_Report_Form_DHS_8641_P.pdf
http://www.santacruzhealth.org/HSAHome/HSADivisions/PublicHealth/HIVAIDSServices/CAReTeamandEISPrograms.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DOA/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Methods%20and%20Timeline%20for%20Reporting%20HIV%20Data%202017_ADA.pdf#search=Methods%20and%20Timeline%20for%20Reporting%20HIV%20Data%202017
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Additional information:  

Tests indicative of HIV infection 
include: 

AIDS defining conditions:  

• Confirmed positive HIV antibody 
test (for more information click 

here) 

• Any viral load test 

• Positive P24 antigen test 

• Positive viral isolation test 

• Positive Nucleic Acid Testing (NAT) 

• CD4+T-cell test (clinical 
laboratories may withhold report if 

they can demonstrate that the 

CD4+T-cell test is unrelated to a 
diagnosed case of HIV infection) 

 

• CD4+ T-lymphocyte count <200 mL/mm3  

• Candidiasis of the bronchi, trachea, or lungs 

• Candidiasis, esophageal                       

• Cervical cancer, invasive                      

• Coccidioidomycosis, disseminated or extrapulmonary 

• Cryptococcosis, extra-pulmonary  

• Cryptosporidiosis, chronic intestinal 

• Cytomegalovirus disease 

• Cytomegalovirus retinitis 

• Encephalopathy, HIV-related     

• Herpes simplex: chronic ulcers; or bronchitis, 
pneumonitis or esophagitis 

• Histoplasmosis, disseminated or extrapulmonary 

• Isosporiasis, chronic intestinal 

• Kaposi's Sarcoma 

• Lymphoma, Burkitt's 

• Lymphoma, immunoblastic 

• Lymphoma, primary in the brain 

• Mycobacterium avium complex or M. kansasii, 
disseminated or extrapulmonary 

• Mycobacterium tuberculosis, any site 

• Pneumocystis carinii pneumonia 

• Pneumonia, recurrent 

• Progressive multifocal Leukoencephalopathy 

• Salmonella septicemia, recurrent 

• Toxoplasmosis of the brain 

• Wasting syndrome due to HIV 

 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/testing/laboratorytests.html
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/testing/laboratorytests.html

